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EXISTING STRUCTURE

Gottsunda Centre currently consists of an elongated 
building. The facade is largely closed off from its 
surroundings, and an extensive roofscape spans the entire 
volume. Shops, a cultural centre and a swimming hall are 
all held together within a single structure. Beneath it all 
lies a rational framework, a column grid with 6x6 metre 
spacing, offering strong potential for transformation.

RECONFIGURATION

The existing 6×6 metre column grid is preserved as the basis 
for the transformation. Two incisions divide the large volume 
into three parts: commercial spaces, a cultural centre, and a 
makerspace in the former swimming hall. These cuts open 
up the structure, introduce new pathways, and activate the 
facades with light, entrances and public life. 
The existing buildings are carefully adapted to fit their 
surroundings and new functions, refined to a more human 
scale. 
Where possible, dismantled materials are reused in new 
buildings or stored in a material bank at the makerspace. 
Soil is reused for urban farming and shared courtyards.

GOTTSUNDA CENTRE

Gottsunda centre is transformed by opening up its facades 
with glazed sections aligned to the 6×6 metre structural grid. 
Entrances, smaller shops and public-facing functions activate 
the new urban corridor, while larger retail units are positioned 
deeper inside. 
Above, a terraced housing addition in a lightweight timber and 
steel frame extends the structure while minimising load on 
the existing building. The roof is equipped with solar panels, 
and the expansive rooftop becomes a green landscape with 
community gardens for residents nad allotments. 
The transformation preserves the logic of the original building 
while giving Gottsunda Centrum a renewed presence, 
more open, vibrant and connected to its surroundings.

CULTURAL CENTRE AND MAKERSPACE

The facades of the cultural centre and makerspace are 
opened up in line with the existing 6×6 metre grid, making 
their functions visible and accessible to the public realm. 
A lightweight structure is added on top of the cultural centre, 
enabling flexible year-round use, from outdoor cinema to 
performances and gatherings. The makerspace is extended 
with an external frame that supports a protective roof, allowing 
larger workshop activities to take place outdoors. 
Together, they form a central node for the local 
community. The transformation offers something 
unique to Uppsala by strengthening local culture, and 
providing spaces for making, learning, and exchange.
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The transformed city centre with open glazed facades and terraced housing above. The new rooftop garden above the centre, with space for greenery and allotments.
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