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Hyllie, a stone’s throw away

HYLLIE:
FROM A SMART DISTRICT
TO A CLEVER COMMUNITY

Since the 1980s when plans for Hyllie began to
develop there seems to have been a new vision for
the area pretty much every decade. Hyllie was in fact
reshaped by a series of top-down urban visions, often
at the expense of its local identity and rural heritage.

1970s

Originally fertile, productive farmland, the Hyllie area
and its surroundings were part of a long-standing
agricultural landscape in Scania. Until the early 1970s,
this land supported mixed farming systems and
grazing farmland.

1990s - 2010s

The succession of city plans for Hyllie begins to
accelerate:

2000s: Oresund Bridge and Malmo City Tunnel
turned Hyllie into a new Communications Node
2010s: in the meantime, the new arena and the mall
reinforce Hyllie as entertainment and shopping centre

2010-2025

In February 2011, Malmé city signed the Hyllie
Climate Contract, pledging to make the district the
Oresund region’s most climate-smart and to power
it with 100 % renewable or recycled energy by 2020.

2025-2026

The strategy starts with working with what is there:
the first step towards the engagement of Hyllie
community is the transformation of school and other
public facilities into community hub.

2028

To reduce the perceived distance from the city center,

a series of pavilions will be strategically placed along
the cycle path—shaping perspectives and easing the
psychological sense of separation.

2035

The strategy has reached a mature stage, making it
possible to build further; the final step in reinforcing
the edges as social thresholds is to introduce additional
functions to the area, like workshops and cultural
activities.

HYLLIE:ATHRESHOLD PERSPECTIVE

Hyllie is a place in flux—unfinished, in-between, and rich with
potential. Rather than treat its fragmented identity as something
to fix, we see it as an invitation: to listen more closely to what’s
already here. People, wildlife, weather, water, memory—these are
not background elements, but the real fabric of the place.

Our proposal doesn’t aim to deliver a completed vision. Instead,
it offers a framework for openness—one that supports everyday
life, nurtures ecological connections, and makes space for new
stories to emerge. Framed in the Guattari’s Three Ecologies,
-updated with an other-than-human perspective - and Richard
Sennett’s call for porous boundaries, we ask: what if Hyllie’s
edges became an invitation, its most vital spaces?

This proposal responds to Hyllie’s fragmented condition
not by resolving it with a fixed identity, but by embracing its
incompleteness as a space for open-ended transformation.
Rather than imposing a new masterplan, the project activates
existing ecosystems—social, ecological, and mental—through
a network of shared thresholds, or “lanterns” that reconnect
Hyllie to its surroundings.

HYLLIE: THE SOCIAL ECOLOGY

We designed a series of pavilions—not only as active objects,
but as thythms along the cycle path—inviting moments of have
a break and meeting, A kind of necklace, co-created with local
voices, that turns separation into sequence, and distance into
dialogue.

At its heart, Hyllie’s Stone Throw Away isn’t about making Hyllie
more like the centre—it’s about letting it become a centre of its
own, in its own terms. A place where humans and non-humans
thrive together. A place not far away, but already unfolding—just
a stone’s throw from the city center, now perceived as far away.

REVIEWING MALMO’S SPATIAL GUIDANCE

Malmo City Council has recently introduced guidelines to
reinforce the city’s local identity in new developments. Here,
we propose to extend these to include all actors of the place,
human and non-human.

New developments need to ensure actors
are all equally considered to establish multi-
species relations and to provide conditions
where they can thrive in.

Architecture and urban planning need to build
on the collective knowledge of the life that is
connected to the place.

Start from the local Take care and
landscape and enhance what
climate already exists

Design in relation
to the character of
the place

Design in relation
to the character of
the place

LEGEND

Activities
Playground
Barbecue area
Outdoor gym
Parking space

ii Collective allotments

Transport network

Main proposed cycle path

New bike parking

E Bus station
Train station

Spatial strategy

Existing Facilities
. Activation of existing public spaces
I_ New development

Q 500 m from social nodes

+ New pavillions

NOW IN HYLLIE

Hyllie is situated within a highly fragmented urban fabric,
surrounded by various other districts. It has a predominantly
residential character and is entirely accessible only by bike or on
foot, with a series of parking areas located at the edges of the
neighborhood
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